
DVHS 

AP/Advanced

Parent Night



Agenda

 Introductions

Advanced and AP Course Offerings

AP Testing

Course Selection for 2018-19

Questions



Advanced and AP Course 

Offerings

 Advanced English 10 

 AP Language & Composition

 AP English Literature & 
Composition

 AP Calculus AB & BC

 AP Statistics

 AP Computer Science

 AP Biology

 AP Chemistry

 AP Environmental Science

 AP Physics

 Dual Enrollment Astronomy

 AP World History

 AP US History

 AP Micro/Macro Economics

 AP American Government

 AP Psychology

 AP Spanish Language

 AP Italian Language

 AP Seminar

 AP Research

 AP Capstone

 AP Music Theory

 Advanced Performing Arts 
Courses



Advanced English 10
Teacher: Natalie Wallace

 Advanced English is a Pre-AP class, meaning that students who 

are interested in taking AP Language and AP Literature should 

take Advanced English

 Advanced English reads, writes, and works at a faster pace

 10th grade focuses on World Literature, so your student reads 

texts from all over the world. 

 Students will come out of Advanced English ready to begin AP 

Language in their junior year. 

 This course is good for any students who love to read or write, 

or who would like to challenge themselves. 



AP Language & Composition
Teacher: Wes Standen

 The AP English Language and Composition course focuses on the 
development and revision of evidence-based analytic and 
argumentative writing and the rhetorical analysis of nonfiction 
texts.

 The course aligns to an introductory college-level rhetoric and 
writing curriculum, which requires students to develop evidence-
based analytic and argumentative essays that proceed through 
several stages or drafts. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite 
research to support their arguments, and throughout the course, 
students develop their personal writing style by making 
appropriate grammatical choices.

 Additionally, students read and analyze the rhetorical elements 
and their effects in non-fiction texts, including graphic images as 
forms of text, from many disciplines and historical periods.



AP English Literature & Composition
Teacher: Francesca Wudel

 The AP English Literature & Composition course engages students in the 
careful reading and critical analysis of literature. By closely reading the 
selected texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways in which 
writers use language to provide meaning for their readers. Students will 
consider such elements as a work’s structure, style, themes, imagery, 
symbolism, tone and figurative language.

 Writing is an integral part of the AP English Literature & Composition course 
and exam. Writing assignments focus on the critical analysis of literature 
and include expository, analytical and argumentative essays.

 Goals of the AP Literature & Composition course include broadening 
students’ appreciation for literature, deepening their ability to analyze 
literature, helping them improve their writing skills, and helping  to prepare 
them for the AP exam as well as college level English courses. 



AP Calculus AB & BC
Teacher: Maria McClain

 AP Calculus covers differential and integral calculus, including 

concepts and skills of limits, derivatives, definite integrals, and 

the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. Students learn to 

approach calculus concepts and problems when they are 

represented graphically, numerically, analytically, and 

verbally, and to make connections among these 

representations.

 The main emphasis is on a multi-representational approach to 

calculus, with concepts, results, and problems being expressed 

graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally. The 

connections among these representations are important.



What is the difference between AP Calculus AB and AP Calculus BC?

 AP Calculus BC is an extension of AP Calculus AB: the difference 

between them is scope, not level of difficulty. AP Calculus AB 

includes techniques and applications of the derivative, the definite 

integral, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. It is equivalent 

to a semester of calculus at most colleges and universities. AP 

Calculus BC includes all topics in AP Calculus AB, plus others such as 

parametric, polar, and vector functions, and series. It is equivalent to 

one year of calculus at most colleges and universities.

What should students know and be able to do before enrolling in AP 

Calculus?

 Before studying calculus, all students should complete four years of 

secondary mathematics designed for college-bound students: 

courses in which they study algebra, geometry, trigonometry, 

analytic geometry, and elementary functions.



AP Statistics
Teacher: Maria McClain

 The AP Statistics course is equivalent to a one-semester, 
introductory, non-calculus-based college course in statistics. The 
course introduces students to the major concepts and tools for 
collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. There 
are four themes in the AP Statistics course: exploring data, 
sampling and experimentation, anticipating patterns, and 
statistical inference. Students use technology, investigations, 
problem solving, and writing as they build conceptual 
understanding.

What should students know and be able to do before enrolling in AP 
Statistics?

 All students should complete Algebra 2 before enrolling in AP 
Statistics.



AP Computer Science
Teacher: Terry Palmer

 This course allows all students to explore computer 

programming through problem solving.

 This course covers programming methodology, algorithms, and 

data structures as outlined in the Course Description of the 

Advanced Placement program for computer science. The 

course uses Java in applications of computing to provide the 

context in which computing techniques are developed and 

applied. 



AP Biology
Teacher: Kim Segale

 A.P. biology is a rigorous, hands-on course that covers topics 

such as cells, metabolism, heredity, genetics, evolution, and 

ecology.

 Unlike C.P. biology, A.P. covers these topics more in depth and 

more student driven through group discussions, activities, and 

labs.



AP Biology 

Student Outcomes

 develop an understanding of basic biological concepts

 acquire a scientific vocabulary that allows you to 

communicate scientific concepts

 apply the scientific process to solve problems

 think critically, challenge assumption, and ask questions



AP Chemistry
Teacher: Ray Kuntz

o AP Chemistry is a first year college level course

o AP Chemistry is rigorous and challenging – you will not be bored!

o Some of the things you will learn: How to do and apply real world 
math, how chemical reactions happen, predict products of a 
chemical reaction (and why this is important), know how and why 
only certain metals rust – the list goes on and on.

o You get to work with really cool equipment.

o The starting salary for a chemist is one of the highest in any field.

o AP Chemistry is a lab based class – we go above and beyond 
anything in CP Chemistry.



AP Environmental Science
Teacher: Ray Kuntz

o AP Environmental Science provides students with the 

understandings and interrelationships of the natural world, 

identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and 

made and also evaluate risks associated with them.

o This is a lab and field based course. We spend a bit of time 

outdoors on projects, gathering data, and how to analyze the 

data.

o We look at real work issues – there are many to choose from.

o Some of the trips may include: The Monterey Bay Aquarium, 

the Water Treatment Plant, and the Dow Wetlands.



AP Physics
Teacher: Jeff Adkins

What you do

 Take AP Physics 1 next year

 Take AP Physics 1 Test in May

What you Get

 Earn 3 hours of “credit by examination” for a score of 3,4, or 5 (depending on the college you 
choose)

 Looks good on college applications

 Weighted honors credit for GPA

 Counts as a UC – d “Lab Science”

Content

 Kinematics(motion), Dynamics (forces), Energy, Momentum, Rotation, Orbits, Electric Circuits

Career Info

 Many careers use physics. All engineering majors require physics; all medical programs require 
introductory physics; astrophysics, biophysics, advanced chemistry and physics majors all 
require physics



Astronomy (Articulated)
Teacher: Jeff Adkins

What You Do

 Take Astronomy and Space Science next year

 Get an A o B on Final and in class

What You Get

 Earn 3 hours of “credit by examination”  at LMC, transferable like AP 
credit

 Looks good on college applications

 Counts as UC - d  “lab science”

 10 credits high school credit

Content

 Sun, Moon, Planets, Stars, Galaxies, and the Universe; How we know 
what we know

Career Info

 Astronomy is a strong interdisciplinary class.  It uses math, chemistry, 
physics, art, English, and astronomy to show how these subjects work 
together.  Astronomy is used for astronomy majors, astrophysics, 
space sciences including satellite and rocket systems, architecture, 
outdoor art installation, science outreach and NASA.



Astronomy (Dual Credit)
Teacher: Jeff Adkins

What You Do

 Take Astronomy and Space Science next year

 Sign up for LMC and register as a student

 Class has same number of hours as college and ends in April

What You Get

 Earn 4 hours of “credit by examination”  at LMC for Astronomy 10 and Astronomy 11 (lab)

 Transfers anywhere in UC/CSU system and beyond

 Looks good on college applications

 Counts as UC - d  “lab science”

 13 credits high school credit

Content 
 Sun, Moon, Planets, Stars, Galaxies, and the Universe; How we know what we know

Career Info

 Astronomy is a strong interdisciplinary class.  It uses math, chemistry, physics, art, English, and 
astronomy to show how these subjects work together.  Astronomy is used for astronomy majors, 
astrophysics, space sciences including satellite and rocket systems, architecture, outdoor art 
installation, science outreach and NASA.



AP World History
Teacher: Brian Kofford & Sam Lindgren

 In A.P. World History we explore key themes of world history, 

Including interaction with the environment, cultures, state-

building, economic systems, and social structures, from 

approximately 8000 B.C.E. to the present.

AP History Tips

 Keep up with the course work and do the 

readings/assignments (including summer assignment)

 Read slow, take notes

 Don’t be absent and actively participate in class

 Prepare for the A.P. Test in Mid-May



AP US History
Teacher: Tammy Ely-Kofford & Eirik Kingston

 Taken Junior Year

 Students can earn college credit by taking and passing the 

Advance Placement Exam and passing with a 3 or more.

What makes this course interesting?

 Explore events of U.S. history through the use and analysis of 

documents, images, cartoons, quantitative data, and other 

primary sources

 Develop an understanding of major themes in U.S. history, 

including American identity, economic and social life, political 

change and continuity, and the U.S. role in the world-College 

Board



AP Macro/Micro Economics
Teacher: Kristopher Freeman

 An introductory college-level course that focuses on the principles 
that apply to an economic system as a whole. 

 Covers both Micro and Macro economics.  Students will have the 
opportunity to take both exams for AP Credit

 Macro places particular emphasis on the study of national income 
and price-level determination; it also develops students' familiarity 
with economic performance measures, the financial sector, 
stabilization policies, economic growth, and international 
economics. 

 Micro develops students’ familiarity with the operation of product 
and factor markets, distributions of income, market failure, and the 
role of government in promoting greater efficiency and equity in 
the economy. Students learn to use graphs, charts, and data to 
analyze, describe, and explain economic concepts.



AP American Government
Teacher: Walter Gorski



Course Description

 This course will be an analytical 

exploration of US national government 

and politics. 

 The curriculum emphasizes an 

understanding of the formal institutions 

of power in American government, as 

well as the non-governmental groups 

which citizen participation occurs. In the 

critical examination of American 

government and politics, students will 

come to understand who governs, how 

and why it makes a difference. 

 In the context of this course, it will be 

crucial for students to keep up with 

current events. We will be critically 

analyzing many events as they unfold in 

the next few months to give this course 

increased relevance. 

Learning Outcomes

1. Be prepared to pass the 

AP exam.

2. Have the competence 

to  understand a 

conversation about 

politics and government, 

and or participate 

meaningfully in a 

conversation about 

politics and government.



 AP Psychology is a year-long course that explores the systematic and scientific 

approach to human behavior and mental processes.

 Students who enroll will be offered a challenging and rigorous curriculum that is 

on par with that of an introductory college-level offering. 

 AP Psychology will explore the many subfields in psychology, including:  history 

and approaches, research methods, biological basis of behavior, sensation 

and perception, states of consciousness, learning theory, cognition, motivation 

and emotion, developmental psychology, personality theory, testing and 

individual differences, abnormal behavior, treatment of abnormal behavior 

and social psychology. 

 Additionally, students will be instructed on best practices for passing the AP 

Psychology Exam and therefore will be prepared to pass the exam.

Course Outcomes/Expectations
 Pass the AP Exam.

 Be able to sling psychology mumbo jumbo better than most

.AP Psychology
Teacher: Walter Gorski



What is Psychology

Psyche – From the 

Greeks, the soul

Logos – The study of a 

subject.

Has a foundation in both 

philosophy and Physiology

Psychology – The scientific 

study of the behavior and 

mental processes of 

individuals.



AP Spanish Language
Teacher: Patricia Castro

 The AP Spanish Language & Culture course is designed to offer 
students a proficiency based, rigorous college level experience to 
maximize their potential in interpretive, interpersonal, and 
presentational skills in Spanish. 

 The curriculum will incorporate the six AP Global Themes: Global 
Challenges, Personal and Public Identities, Science and 
Technology, Families and Communities, Contemporary Life and 
Beauty and Aesthetics.

Students are expected to:

 Communicate in Spanish

 Read passages and answer reading comprehension questions, to  
include inference questions. 

 Participate in an in-depth conversation on one of the six AP global 
themes (Las identidades personales y públicas, la vida
contemporánea, las familias y las comunidades, la belleza y la 
estética, la ciencia y la tecnología, los desafíos munidales). 



AP Italian Language
Teacher: Amelia Fitzgerald

 The AP Italian Language and Culture course emphasizes 
communication (understanding and being understood by others) 
by applying the interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational 
modes of communication in real-life situations. This includes 
vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, 
and cultural awareness. The AP Italian Language and Culture 
course strives not to overemphasize grammatical accuracy at the 
expense of communication. To best facilitate the study of 
language and culture, the course is taught almost exclusively in 
Italian.

 The AP Italian Language and Culture course engages students in 
an exploration of culture in both contemporary and historical 
contexts. The course develops students' awareness and 
appreciation of cultural products (e.g., tools, books, music, laws, 
conventions, institutions); practices (patterns of social interactions 
within a culture); and perspectives (values, attitudes, and 
assumptions).



Student Learning Outcomes
The AP Italian Language and Culture course provides students with 
opportunities to demonstrate their proficiency at the Intermediate to 
Pre-Advanced range in each of the three modes of communication 
described in the ACTFL Performance Descriptors for Language 
Learners. Students are expected to: 

 Engage in spoken interpersonal communication; 

 Engage in written interpersonal communication; 

 Synthesize information from a variety of authentic audio, visual, 
and audiovisual resources; 

 Synthesize information from a variety of authentic written and print 
resources; 

 Plan, produce, and present spoken presentational 
communications; and 

 Plan and produce written presentational communications.



AP Seminar
Teacher: Conan Moats

 VIDEO GOES HERE



AP Research

 Students explore various research methods and complete 

an independent research project. 

 The student project can build on a topic, problem, or issue you 

covered in AP Seminar or on a brand new topic of their own 

choosing. 

 At the end of the project, students will submit an academic 

paper and present and defend their research findings. 

 These components contribute to the overall AP Research 

score. 



AP Capstone

 AP Capstone™ is a College Board program that equips students with the 
independent research, collaborative teamwork, and communication skills 
that are increasingly valued by colleges. It cultivates curious, independent, 
and collaborative scholars and prepares them to make logical, evidence-
based decisions.

 Schools must apply to offer this program

 AP Capstone includes AP Seminar and AP Research

 Benefits

 Fosters the research, argumentation, and communication skills that are at 
the core of college readiness and essential for lifelong learning

 Provides a setting to build on the knowledge and rigorous course work of AP 
in an interdisciplinary format

 Offers students a unique opportunity to distinguish themselves to colleges 
and universities



AP Capstone

Diploma and Certificate

 When students earn scores of 3 or higher in AP Seminar and AP 

Research and on four additional AP Exams of your choosing, 

they will receive the AP Capstone Diploma™. 

 This signifies outstanding academic achievement and 

attainment of college-level academic and research skills. 

 Alternatively, if a student earn scores of 3 or higher in AP 

Seminar and AP Research only, they will receive the AP 

Seminar and Research Certificate™. 



AP Music Theory
Teacher: Larry Widner

 Learn the “nuts and bolts” of music. Build on your musical 

knowledge with scales, intervals, chords, chord progressions, 

analysis and much more.

 Apply what you learn in this class to your musical skills. Become 

a composer, arranger or a better musician.



Advanced Performing Arts 

Courses

Advanced Choirs

Advanced Theater Arts

Advanced Dance



Advanced Choirs
Teacher: Michelle Stark

Divine Voices, a cappella choir

 Sings many times a year in the community and at festivals

 Rehearses during class time only

 Audition required (Feb 20th & 21st)

Dolce Voce Show Choir, fully choreographed show choir

 Sings occasionally in the community and at festival

 Rehearses during class time only

 Audition required (Feb 22nd & 23rd)



Advanced Theater Arts
Teacher: Joyce Thrift

 Students in this class perform in 3 evening shows each year:

 Fall Play (students cast in this show rehearse after school; others do 
in class projects)

 Hullapalooza—a showcase of student original work plus highlights 
of classwork

 Taking Stage—a night of one act plays

 Students have an opportunity to attend and/or compete in the 
Lenaea High School Theatre Festival

 Audition Required—a 1-2 minute monologue

 By appointment before Feb. 9 or through a Beginning or 
Intermediate Theatre Class



Advanced Dance
Teacher: Lauren DeLucia

 Advanced Dance is a course designed for the student who 

wants to continue his/her upper level dance training. 

 Students will continue their study of jazz, ballet, modern, and 

other dance genres. 

 Higher levels of discipline is required, more difficult techniques 

will be taught, and some after school rehearsals and 

performances are required.

 Auditions required (Feb. 6th-9th), see Ms. DeLucia to sign up for 

auditions.

Winter Dance Concert: 

January 26th & 27th



2018-19 Course Requests

 Current 9th grade: January 25th – February 2nd

 Current 10th grade: February 6th – February 14th

 Current 11th grade: February 20th – February 27th

 PE Requirements for all students

 AP Contracts



Questions??

Thank you!


